
 

 

Dear Commissioner Morath, 

On behalf of the Canutillo Independent School District Board of Trustees, I am writing to 
address concerns about the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on local school districts 
including funding issues, attendance requirements and planned standardized testing. 

We understand no action has been taken to address the State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness (STAAR) program, T-TESS and A-F State Accountability Ratings for 
the 2020-21 school year. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the impact it currently has 
on school instruction, organization and attendance, we believe action is necessary to 
suspend these tests and accountability measures.   

The recent surge in Texas of COVID-19 cases presents a variety of challenges and potential 
setbacks for school districts across the state.  Our Board, and others in our region, believe 
it is appropriate to suspend the STAAR exam, T-TESS and State Accountability Ratings for 
the 2020-21 school year. This action would allow school districts time to address the 
organizational and operational needs of their students, faculty, staff and larger community 
while we all work through this difficult and unprecedented time.   

In this regard, it is impossible to predict what the school year will look like in the fall of 2020 
and going into the new year.  The potential impact of the pandemic to close schools or alter 
instructional models requires that consideration be given to changing testing, funding and 
accountability measures.  These unique times require forward thinking action that assists 
local districts and their communities ease the impact of the pandemic. Requiring high stakes 
testing and the added pressure and organizational strain it imposes on school districts and 
their students is unwise during these times. The same is true with respect to funding 
requirements tied to attendance.  All Texas LEA’s would benefit from the suspension of 
attendance requirements during the pandemic as it is impossible to predict how parents 
and local communities will react to orders for “open schools” when medical advice dictates 
the opposite. Local school districts should be allowed to implement the best instructional 
models for students that mitigate health risks for all.    

The CISD Board of Trustees urges you to take action and suspend the standardized testing 
requirements, attendance funding mandates and State Accountability Ratings for the 2020-
21 school year.  These changes can be temporary, but are necessary in light of the impact 
the pandemic is having on our communities, which is sure to last longer than eight weeks 
into the school year.  We join other school districts in our region in this request and we look 
forward to hearing from you and TEA on this issue.  

 

Respectfully, 


